CLAS Syllabus Template Changelog

Note to instructors: The CLAS Syllabus Template contains everything you are required to include in your syllabus, including information you should tailor to your course, policies that need to be included verbatim or linked, and formatting expectations (for accessibility). You might remember that CLAS used to provide a syllabus insert that covered all necessary policies; the template takes the place of that insert. If you have already been using a previous version of the CLAS Syllabus Template, you may wish to work from an previous syllabus and refer to the current version of the template as a guide to what to update. Alternately, you may find it easier to start with the most recent version of the template and edit from there. Either way, you are responsible for including all required content, policies, and formatting in your syllabus.

May 21, 2025: Fall 2025 version

Updates to instructor-facing content
· Moved information about resources, information about textbook ordering, and sample language about drop-in hours, academic misconduct, and assignments to new, separate CLAS Syllabus Resources document available at https://resource.clas.uiowa.edu/syllabus-template (whole document)
· Added information about final exam policies (p. 8)

Updates instructors are required to implement
· Added headings to improve accessibility (whole document)
· Changed which University policies are required vs. recommended (whole document, but see p. 1)
· Added requirement for learning outcomes (p. 3)
· Added language explaining requirement that students discuss all accommodations needs with instructors (SDS, religious, military, or other) and welcoming them to do so (p. 6)
· Added requirement for AI policy and requirement that academic honesty policy include relevant boundaries on the use of generative AI (pp. 7-8)
· Added requirement to include final exam length (p. 8)

Updates instructors are not required to implement (some recommended)
· Included full text of required and recommended University policies (current as of May 8, 2025); instructors may link to them instead (whole document, but see p. 1)
· Changed philosophy on how much detail about assignments to include in syllabus (p. 4)
· Changed philosophy on how much detail about schedule to include in syllabus (pp. 8-9)

The order/organization of content in the template has changed as follows, to group topics more thematically. Instructors are not required to organize content the same way/in the same order CLAS does. The following outlines are provided only to assist in navigating changes to the template.
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