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Directors of Undergraduate Studies Meeting—Sept 2025

Agenda & Notes
Friday, September 5, 2025
11:30 AM-1:00 PM
UCC 2520D


1. Welcome and Start of Semester Reminders 
a. Cornelia Lang, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education presented a few reminders and updates and shared links for the CLAS syllabus template, and the Handbook for Teaching Excellence from the Office of Teaching and Learning and an upcoming event called the Fresh Check Day mental health initiative.

2. Resources and Key Staff Introductions
a. Cornelia Lang and Gwen Archibald, Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education and Curriculum shared important resources for DUSs and considered “what does a DUS do?”, noting variation by department
b. Cornelia and Gwen also reviewed the CLAS Resource Site for DUS and reminded the directors of the new Notetaking tool (Note Depot) found in ICON Direct, encouraged the directors to read/review the CLAS Biz Updates
c. DUSs were introduced to key staff in CLAS UP and the CLAS Advising Network team leaders.
d. Jennifer Bertrand, Director of Academic Policies and Student Services and Monica Madura, Director of Retention and Student Services presented about the ways their team supports students in the College, and can partner with departments and faculty.

3. DUS were provided time to do introductions with each other in small groups and to discuss their roles in their department.

4. Matt Augeri, Director of Operations and Strategic Initiatives from the Pomerantz Career Center provided updates and resources that will be useful to faculty and department leaders (slides attached).

5. Reminders were shared that the Office of the Provost has compiled a list of resources related to academic freedom that faculty might find useful as we start the new academic year. In particular, the Center for Teaching’s Handbook for Teaching Excellence provides guidance on a wide range of teaching and classroom best practices. 
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