The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
September 18, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Sara Morelli (guest), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

Absent: Anushka Gupta, Kate Tierney

1. First the committee welcomed Jovana Davidovic (Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy), Richard Fumerton (Professor, Department of Philosophy), and Haifeng Qian (Professor and Director, School of Planning and Public Affairs) to discuss a proposed new field of specialization in the Ethics and Public Planning BA.

Ethics and Public Policy (EPP) is an interdisciplinary major combining philosophy, sociology, economics, and political science. The major requires students to complete foundation courses in each of those four areas and then choose one of those areas as their field of specialization. The current proposal is to add a fifth specialization area in public policy practice (the exact name is still under discussion), effective fall 2026. The new specialization field would be offered in cooperation with the School of Planning and Public Affairs (SPPA) and would require students to complete 12 semester hours from a list of SPPA courses. There would be no new courses added to the foundation of the EPP major.

Professor Qian explained that the School of Planning and Public Affairs is housed within the Graduate College, but in addition to offering a Master of Public Affairs and a Master of Science in Urban and Regional Planning, they also offer undergraduate minors in Public Policy and Urban Studies. These minors are already popular with students completing the Ethics and Public Policy major, because the fields are complementary. This new specialization area would focus on applied policy work. SPPA’s programs emphasize problem-solving approaches and offer opportunities for community engagement, and many SPPA faculty have backgrounds working in this field.

The committee discussed the following details of the proposal:
· The EPP major already has curricular components offered by another college (because Economics is administered by Tippie College of Business), and this new field would bring the Graduate College into the curriculum as well. EPP has a steering committee comprised of faculty from all four of its curricular areas, and Professor Fumerton explained that they all support this plan, and SPPA would be invited to join the steering committee as well. (Although the specific courses for the major would be offered through three different colleges, the EPP major is administered by the Department of Philosophy, and CLAS is both its program college and curricular college, so EPP students are CLAS students regardless of their field of specialization.)
· SPPA faculty already work with a number of undergraduate students through their minors and General Education course. Some of the SPPA courses proposed to count for this field are numbered in the 3000s and 4000s, and Professor Qian described the populations of undergraduate students who currently take these courses and the general level of difficulty of the courses that would be used for the EPP policy practice field.
· Academic advising for EPP is done by the Academic Advising Center until students have earned 30 semester hours and then by a CLAS advisor until students have selected their field of specialization. At that point, students work with faculty in their area to ensure they receive advice about advanced courses, careers, and graduate and professional schools from experts in their particular areas. SPPA faculty would participate in advising EPP students in the new specialization.
· The committee discussed a few other related matters, like honors in the major and SPPA’s U2G program.
· Finally, the committee discussed pros and cons of various versions of the name for the new field. It is still under discussion by the departments, and the College will continue to work with them to find the best option.

UEPCC approved this proposal. Because it involves creating a new subprogram, the College will request approval from the Office of the Provost. The new field should be offered for the first time in fall 2026.

2. Next the committee returned to the previous week’s conversations about proposed changes to the Computer Science BA and BS and the Informatics BA. UEPCC was supportive of both proposals, and the College will work with the Department of Computer Science on implementation.
· The committee discussed the timing of changes to Computer Science courses in relation to timing of General Catalog edits.
· The committee returned to the name of the new AI course being developed by Computer Science and what it should communicate to students about its content and audience.
· The committee also discussed the certificate in AI being developed by the Office of the Provost and University College, and the differences between studying AI through that program and through the Department of Computer Science. (The certificate will include some basic technical instruction, but it will be mostly focused on the larger discourse around AI, including its societal impacts.)

3. Next the committee discussed who would serve as liaison to Faculty Assembly (FA). Because no one currently serving on UEPCC is available for all the fall FA meetings, several people will work together to represent UEPCC at FA. Associate Dean Lang discussed the importance of faculty governance committees staying in communication with one another. 

4. The committee then reviewed and approved the minutes from September 4 and September 11. All approved minutes can be found here, on the CLAS Resource site. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rene Rocha
Professor, Department of Political Science
