The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
September 25, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Sara Morelli (guest), Kate Tierney, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

Absent: Ari Ariel, Anushka Gupta, Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava

1. First the committee welcomed several guests to discuss proposed changes to the Communication Studies BA: David Supp-Montgomerie (Director of Undergraduate Studies and Associate Professor of Instruction, Department of Communication Studies), Andrea Krekel (Associate Director, Staff and Student Engagement, CLAS Advising), and Amanda Wright (Academic Advisor, CLAS).

Professor Supp-Montgomerie explained that the current structure of the Communication Studies BA does not include much stratification requiring students to complete introductory, intermediate, and advanced coursework. There are very few courses currently listed at the 3000 level, and students can complete the BA using mostly lower level courses. Over the years, Communication Studies students have expressed that they want more rigor and structure in the major without sacrificing flexibility. As a result, the proposed changes to Communication Studies include two components: first, some courses currently listed in the 2000s and some courses currently listed in the 4000s would be renumbered into the 3000s. Second, there would be some revisions to the requirements for the BA that guide students through the different levels of coursework. Under the new requirements, students would still complete three 1100-level Foundations courses, but there would be an overall limit of five courses at the 1000 level. Students would then be required to take at least five courses at the 2000 level or higher, at least two courses at the 3000 level or higher, one course at the 4000 level, and two more courses at any level. The overall semester hours for the BA (39) would not change.

The committee discussed the following topics and questions:

· the process for renumbering courses, the parameters Communication Studies has set around the characteristics of a 3000-level course, and whether renumbering suggests a course’s content/rigor is changing as well
· whether any intermediate or advanced courses will have pre-requisites, keeping courses available to students in other programs, and the potential effect on students outside the major of renumbering courses from the 2000s to the 3000s
· transition plan issues, including communicating to current students about the change, predicting which students are likely to complete the major as it currently exists and which will switch to the new requirements, degree audit complications around renumbering courses, and transfer credit
· using the major’s requirements and catalog copy to tell the stories of this major and its identity, and the department’s parallel project to launch six unofficial thematic fields within the major (which are being communicated to students through marketing materials showing the various paths available to Communication Studies students)

The committee was supportive of this plan. Members spoke of it as an exciting opportunity to clarify Communication Studies’ identity in the midst of many changes in related fields and programs. The College will work with the department and the Office of the Registrar to make these changes, and the new major requirements are planned to be effective fall 2026.

2. Next the committee reviewed and approved the minutes from September 18, 2025. All approved minutes can be found here. 

3. The committee then reviewed and approved one course recommended by the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC) for General Education (GE) CLAS Core status: SPAN:2905 Eco-Tourism and Culture in Costa Rica. This course was approved in the World Language and Cultural Exploration area, effective winter 2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

