The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
September 4, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (non-voting), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (non-voting), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

Absent: Megan Gogerty

1. The committee began with members introducing themselves and looking at the charge for UEPCC in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Manual of Procedures. Associate Dean Cornelia Lang explained the role of UEPCC (as well as Executive Committee and Graduate Educational Policy Committee) in faculty governance of the college and emphasized the importance of communication across these committees. Dean Lang also reviewed the duties of the committee, including advising the Dean and Associate Deans on matters relating to the mission and curriculum of the college, teaching policies, and the General Education CLAS Core. Finally, Dean Lang explained the way UEPCC works with its subcommittee, the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC), to approve courses for GE status.

2. Next the committee discussed several liaison roles. 

a. It was decided that because GECC is a large committee this year, rather than having a member of UEPCC function as a liaison between the two committees, a member of GECC will fill that role.
b. The committee needs to select a liaison to Faculty Assembly. Dean Lang explained what that role entails and asked any interested committee members to email Liz Lundberg.
c. Katie Tierney will serve as UEPCC secretary with Rene Rocha acting as backup for meetings she cannot attend.

3. Next the committee welcomed Jennifer Bertrand (Director of Academic Polices and Student Services) and Monica Madura (Director of Retention and Student Services) from CLAS Undergraduate Programs. They provided information about what CLAS UP does and gave an overview of some of the college policies relevant to UEPCC’s work. Policies UEPCC might take into consideration fall into two broad categories, those that govern how students earn degrees from CLAS and those that apply to teaching CLAS courses. The policies reviewed in this meeting were those that apply to students earning CLAS degrees, including: 

a. semester hours required to earn a bachelor’s degree, limits on certain types of semester hours and hours within one department, rules about transfer credit and credit by exam;
b. major requirements, how students declare and change majors;
c. GPA requirements, CLAS UP’s outreach and retention efforts related to GPAs;
d. academic standards and processes related to probation, dismissal, appeal, and reinstatement; and
e. graduation with distinction criteria and eligibility.

Jennifer and Monica also discussed their work with student petitions and exceptions, including late drops and withdrawals, requests for excess hours, and other less common situations. They provided highlights from the last year, including more students meeting academic standards and receiving honors, and improvements in retention and graduation rates as a result of CLAS UP’s proactive interventions. Finally, they explained CLAS UP’s other work, including academic advising, assessment, student mental health support, and curricular work. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
Associate Professor of Instruction, School of Earth, Environment, and Sustainability
Secretary, UEPCC
