The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
December 4, 2025

Attending: Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Kate Tierney, Rachel Young

Absent: Cornelia Lang (chair), Anita Jung, Sanvesh Srivastava, Paul Windschitl

The committee welcomed Jennifer Kayle (DEO for the Department of Dance) to discuss proposed changes to the Dance, BA.

The primary concern the Department of Dance hopes to address is the size of the BA: at 61 semester hours (s.h.), the major is hard to combine with other programs of study. The BA in Dance also has a broad set of core requirements, which doesn’t allow for specialization and makes our BA feel too similar to our BFA.

The proposed changes to the BA include combining anatomy and kinesiology requirements into one course and making a few other, similar changes. Some existing courses will be phased out over the next few years, with their content absorbed into other courses, and some requirements will be cut or reduced in size. The BA program will be reduced from 61 s.h. to 46 s.h., beginning in fall 2026. The proposal includes a transition plan that ensures students close to finishing the BA (and those pursuing the BFA) will be able to get the courses they need.

The committee was supportive of the proposed changes. Discussion topics included the strengths and special opportunities of our dance programs, such as the annual Dance Gala, through which students work closely with faculty to produce professional level work. Our Department of Dance is also unique in that we have instructors who specialize in several fields within somatics, and in our ability to offer the optional dance pedagogy and instruction track. By reducing the BA’s size, the department is creating more space for students to pursue these kinds of opportunities. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

