The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
November 13, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney, Rachel Young

Absent: Anita Jung, Paul Windschitl

1. First the committee welcomed Jill Beckman (DEO for the Department of Languages, Linguistics, Literatures, and Cultures), Bruce Nottingham-Spencer (DUS for the Department of Languages, Linguistics, Literatures, and Cultures), and Meredith Gall (Senior Academic Advisor) to discuss proposed changes to the major and minor in Asian and Slavic Languages and Literature, Chinese track. 

The proposed changes to the major and minor include de-sequencing the fourth year Chinese language courses (so students could take them in either order), counting lower level courses than before toward the major, and removing category requirements from the minor. These changes would address an increased need for flexibility in the programs, as well as changing student needs and faculty specializations. The committee was supportive of these changes, and they will be implemented beginning in fall 2026.

2. Next, Associate Dean Cornelia Lang provided some updates on the November Iowa Board of Regents (BOR) meeting, at which the Workforce Alignment Report was presented. Associate Dean Lang explained that while the report itself is nuanced and thorough and doesn’t make specific recommendations about the futures of any programs of study, the discussion at the meeting made it clear that the Board is considering next steps, including asking universities to close some programs. The BOR meeting in late February will follow up on this topic.

3. Finally, Assistant Dean Gwen Archibald checked in with committee members regarding the College’s ongoing work to improve the digital accessibility of our courses. Assistant Dean Archibald asked committee members what they are hearing from their departments and addressed some questions and points of confusion. Some of the discussion took up issues of proactive vs. reactive accessibility (e.g., universal design for learning vs. making specific accommodations for individual students; adapting a course’s existing ICON site vs. starting fresh with a new one). Overall the College continues to encourage instructors to make the changes they can, as they can, and not feel that everything has to be perfectly digitally accessible all at once.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

