The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
November 6, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Kate Tierney, Rachel Young

Absent: Anushka Gupta, Sanvesh Srivastava, Paul Windschitl

1. First the committee welcomed Megan Gilster (Associate Professor and Associate Director) and Tomeka Petersen (Program and Admissions Manager) to discuss proposed changes to the Social Work BA.

Currently, SSW:3842 Interpersonal Skills Laboratory, one of the required courses for the Social Work BA, is worth 2 semester hours, and one of the proposed changes would make this course worth 3 semester hours instead. The workload for this course is already high for a 2 sh course, and instructors would use the additional instructional time to incorporate additional skills practice time (such as role plays). At the same time, the School of Social Work wishes to change the structure of the “major electives” requirement of the BA. Currently students must complete 12 sh of electives in the major, with at least 6 of those hours taken in SSW courses. The remaining hours may be completed using courses in another approved discipline. At the time the requirement was designed, this flexibility addressed the fact that there were relatively few SSW electives. The new requirement would be 9 sh of major electives, all taken within the School of Social Work (in SSW or ASP courses). The School now offers enough major electives to support this change. Making these two curricular changes at the same time would mean the BA’s total semester hours change from 56 to 54.

The committee supported these changes. Topics discussed included:

· the transition from selective admission to direct admission that the Social Work BA underwent recently (the number of students declared in the Social Work BA has doubled in the last two years);
· the potential impact of these proposed changes on double majors and transfer students—the School believes it would be negligible, based on these students’ typical other credit and paths through the major; and
· recently added, recently revised, and upcoming courses offered by Social Work, including courses on rural social work practice, trauma, and mental health across the lifespan. 

2. Next the committee discussed changes to CLAS’s policies regarding the terms and definitions of undergraduate teaching assistants and undergraduate graders. During the 2024-2025 year, the College worked on updating these policies, and UEPCC provided input throughout the process and approved the updates. The changes will go into effect for spring 2026 and can be found on the CLAS resource site.

3. The committee then reviewed and approved the following courses recommended by the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC) for General Education (GE) CLAS Core status.

a. GRMN:2949 Accountability, War Crimes, and Justice (International and Global Issues, effective spring 2026)

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

