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The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
October 23, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Kate Tierney, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

Absent: Sanvesh Srivastava

1. First the committee reviewed and approved the minutes from October 9, 2025. All approved minutes can be found here. 

2. Next Associate Dean Lang provided an overview of some of the policy issues that UEPCC might take up later in the academic year. She also took some suggestions for future meeting topics; she and Liz Lundberg will use this list when planning UEPCC agendas for the spring semester.

3. Next the committee welcomed the following guests from the Department of Cinematic Arts to discuss proposed changes to the Screenwriting Arts BA: Michael Cowan (Professor and Department Chair), Cate Dicharry (Departmental Administrator), Dean Bakopoulos (Associate Professor and Head of Screenwriting), and Marcus Leyton (Senior Academic Advisor, Cinema and Screenwriting Arts).

Professor Bakopoulos explained the evolution of the Screenwriting Arts program since its inception in 2019, as well as the current concerns of faculty and students that have led to these proposed changes:

· The sequential structure of the major’s requirements creates several challenges: combining this major with a second major, beginning this major later than the first year, completing this major as a transfer student, and combining this major with study abroad are all difficult for students to accomplish without extending their time to graduation.
· Students often express a certain weariness with the workshop requirements of the program. While workshopping their work is necessary, they tend to end up enrolled in multiple courses with the same students over their time here, and many students keep refining the same work in course after course. The combination of these two factors leads to diminishing returns in the later workshop courses.
· The workload for Screenwriting Arts faculty can also be onerous in unseen ways: workshop courses necessitate deep, personalized feedback on each student’s work. Faculty also spend a great deal of time outside of class advising students on topics related to professionalization, such as navigating the job market, developing their portfolios, and tailoring resumes for jobs inside and outside of the film industry.

The proposed changes to the major will address these concerns by reducing the number of foundational, workshop, and major elective courses students are required to complete; removing the sequencing of advanced courses; and adding a new senior capstone course called “The Business of Screenwriting.” Workshop courses will no longer be focused on specific cinematic forms, and students will no longer be required to take one foundational course outside the department. The capstone course will ensure all students are receiving the same career information and advice in an efficient way. Overall the major will reduce in size from 42 sh to 33.

The committee was supportive of these changes. Discussion topics included:

· the specifics of how this new plan will create more flexibility for students to declare later, study abroad, or complete it alongside another major;
· the content and scheduling of the new capstone course, as well as the ways its content will connect with that of the major’s introductory courses; and
· the transition plan for accommodating current students who wish to complete the existing program as well as those who choose to switch to the new curriculum.

4. The committee then reviewed and approved the following courses recommended by the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC) for General Education (GE) CLAS Core status.

a. HONR:2994 Poetics (Taylor’s Version): The Poetry of Taylor Swift (Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts; effective fall 2026)
b. GRMN:1300 The Tree as Cultural Signifier and Global Storyteller (Values and Society; Sustainability; effective fall 2026)

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

