The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
October 30, 2025

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

1. First the committee welcomed Elizabeth Walker (Associate Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies) and Shelby Kubik (Academic Advisor) to discuss a proposal to rename the minor in Communication Sciences and Disorders. The BA in this area is named Speech and Hearing Science, and the minor having a different name from the BA has led to some confusion: students have erroneously thought they are distinct programs and tried to complete both of them. Changing the name of the minor to match the name of the major will make it clear that they are duplicative programs. There will be no curricular changes to the major or minor at this time, but Professor Walker explained that the course sequencing for both programs has recently been clarified by the addition of pre-requisites. The committee was supportive of the proposal to rename the minor.

UEPCC also used this opportunity to learn more about the programs in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. This department is one of several units in the process of moving into the new Health Sciences Academic Building, where it will have a clinic as well as classrooms, academic advising, and administrative space. Iowa’s program in Speech and Hearing Science is one of the oldest and most highly ranked in the country, and almost all students who complete the BA go on to study speech-language pathology or audiology in graduate school. The undergraduate program includes opportunities for guided clinical observation and volunteer work. The curriculum moves from foundational courses in sciences and other cognate areas to more specific and applied work on speech, hearing, and language. The minor can be a good fit for students in related fields; currently many of the students completing the minor are pursuing majors in Psychology or some type of education.

2. Next the committee reviewed a proposal to add a course to the Psychology BA and BS programs, presented by UEPCC member Paul Windschitl (Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences). 
· The new course, designed to be an orientation to the major, will be worth one semester hour and will be required for all students completing the BA or BS in Psychology. 
· The course will be offered asynchronously online, but it will require in-person attendance at some events in the Psychological and Brain Sciences Building, such as research talks or poster sessions. 
· Course content will include information on resources such as academic advising; opportunities including internships, student organizations, and research; and career readiness, including information about working with the Pomerantz Career Center. 
· It will be offered fall and spring, with the intent that students will take it either their first or second semester, to balance enrollment. 
· There is currently a portal (an ICON site) with resources for all Psychology majors, and that site will continue to be maintained. This new course will require students to engage with the portal, but the course and the portal will serve distinct purposes. 
· The BA in Psychology will change from 46-47 sh overall (with at least 34 sh in psychology courses) to 47-48 sh overall (with at least 35 sh in psychology courses). The BS in Psychology will change from 54-56 sh overall (with at least 41 sh in psychology courses) to 55-57 sh overall (with at least 42 sh in psychology courses).

The committee approved this proposal and discussed the usefulness of these kinds of “orientation to the major” courses for a wide range of purposes, across many different programs.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

