The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
February 26, 2026

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Kate Tierney, Rachel Young

Absent: Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Sanvesh Srivastava, Paul Windschitl

1. First, the committee reviewed and approved the minutes from February 12 and February 19. Liz also confirmed that all remaining fall 2025 minutes had been approved by email. Approved minutes can be found here. 

2. Next, the committee followed up on the previous week’s discussion about policies related to finals week and the last week of classes before finals week. Anushka presented the results of a survey she conducted through Undergraduate Student Government on these topics: strong majorities of the students surveyed confirmed that they have been given tests of various kinds in the last week of classes, and that they agree that the workload in the last week of classes is too heavy. Associate Dean Cornelia Lang also presented some data she requested from the Office of the Registrar regarding final exam scheduling. The committee discussed several remaining questions and issues for follow up:

a. The policy describing allowable work in the week before finals seems incomplete and vague, particularly around different categories of student work. It does not seem sufficient to address courses that assign papers, group work, presentations, or community partnerships, for example.
b. The policy as written is not being followed as widely as might be expected. It might not even be known to many instructors.
c. It would be useful to revisit and clarify rules about final exam scheduling as well, to clarify that instructors may not informally reschedule final exams or change their modality.

Cornelia and Liz will follow up on this topic by drafting some updates to the policy language and possible changes to the policies themselves, and bringing them to the committee for further review.

3. Finally, the committee welcomed Matt Shadle, Academic Assessment Coordinator, to discuss undergraduate certificates in CLAS. CLAS UP has been working with certificate coordinators over the last few semesters to provide more administrative support and standardization. Matt explained that certificates typically fall into two broad categories: some are competency-based, describing a skillset that students might want to develop to supplement their major, such as Event Management or Interscholastic Athletic/Activities Administration. Others describe interdisciplinary areas of study that are not easily organized within the same departmental categories as majors, such as Jewish Studies or Medieval Studies. Matt surveyed certificate coordinators about the strengths and challenges of administering their programs, and while there are some common themes in their responses, some other topics raised vary depending on the type of certificate, as well as the size. The discussion of certificates will continue in the next UEPCC meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

