The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
March 5, 2026

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

Absent: Liz Lundberg (staff)

1. First, the committee welcomed Jared Sandstrom, Commander, AFROTC Det 255 and Professor of Aerospace Studies, to discuss the Air Force Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (AFROTC) program. Jared shared an overview of the history and current structure of the AFROTC program at Iowa. He also explained how the required number of semester hours for the program (24 s.h.) is currently in conflict with college policy, which limits CLAS students to only applying 20 of those semester hours toward graduation. (The minor in Aerospace Studies requires course work that totals 16 semester hours. Several of the courses within the minor offer optional leadership laboratories for additional semester hours, but students who choose to take those additional hours currently cannot apply them to graduation requirements.) Cornelia noted that this discrepancy is currently handled using an exception process, and that CLAS UP is working to make a more permanent change to the policy. There is a similar situation with the Army ROTC program, and the revised policy will address credit from that program as well.

2. Next, the committee welcomed Matt Shadle, Academic Assessment Coordinator, to continue the discussion about CLAS undergraduate certificates that began in the previous meeting. The discussion included the following topics and questions:

a. the differences across certificates’ purposes and structures
b. the challenges involved in measuring the success or strength of a certificate: do certificates that are doing well share certain characteristics?
c. the challenges involved in measuring the amount of faculty and staff labor that go into supporting certificates; the place of certificates in departments’ hiring plans
d. the importance of certificates for connecting work across academic departments and disciplines
e. the policies and procedures that govern certificates (how many semester hours, how they are created and closed, what kinds of oversight and support they have, how they are advised, relationships with certificates administered by other colleges)
f. shifting student demands and interest in certificates as opposed to/in combination with minors

The next time UEPCC takes up this topic, Cornelia suggested that the conversation will focus on defining what success looks like for certificates in CLAS, so we can help departments with more guidance from the College (including guidance about how to focus resources related to certificates). Between now and then, CLAS UP staff will prepare some preliminary thoughts and questions based on this conversation.

3. The committee then reviewed and approved the following courses recommended by the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC) for General Education (GE) CLAS Core status: ANTH:2115 Cultural Worlds of Science. This course has been approved in the Values and Society area beginning in fall 2026.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

