The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
April 2, 2026

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney

Absent: Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Paul Windschitl, Rachel Young

1. First the committee welcomed Matt Shadle from the General Education Curriculum Committee (GECC) to discuss two courses recently approved by GECC for GE CLAS Core status. The following courses were also approved by UEPCC and will receive General Education status beginning in fall 2026:

HIST:2133 Science, Technology, and Society in the Modern World (Historical Perspectives)

SCIM:2710 Introduction to Intermedia (Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts)

2. Next Liz Lundberg (Associate Director, Curriculum and Instruction) presented a proposal for guidance regarding courses’ scheduled obligations that occur outside of their scheduled class time, other than exams (such as participation in performances and rehearsals, attendance at cultural events or conferences, or participation in service learning projects). The committee previously discussed this topic in January 2025, after several instructors asked the college for guidance navigating student scheduling conflicts around these kinds of course requirements. The committee discussed balancing a number of factors:

a. Technically nothing required for a course should fall outside that course’s scheduled time that can’t be done on a student’s own time, but following this expectation would mean students losing out on many of their most valuable hands-on, experiential learning opportunities.
b. Ideally every scheduled obligation would be known and publicized to students in advance of early registration, but often instructors don’t know specific days and times until much closer to the events themselves.
c. Most instructors want to extend flexibility to students and provide them with alternative assignment options when conflicts arise, but there is some uncertainty about how much flexibility to offer, which types of conflicts qualify for alternate assignments, and what takes priority when the conflict is between two courses (e.g., an evening course and an evening rehearsal for a performance for another course).

Liz will revise the proposed guidance based on the committee’s feedback and bring it back to the committee for additional review.

3. Finally, Liz Lundberg and Cornelia Lang (Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education) followed up on committee conversations from earlier this spring about finals week and the week before finals. Liz presented some proposed clarifications and additions to the guidance currently posted on the CLAS resource website, based on the committee’s previous work. The new language would more clearly spell out what kinds of work can and cannot be required of students in the last week of class meetings for courses that have final exams, among other things. 

The committee offered several further clarifications and ideas; Liz will revise the proposed changes and bring them back to the committee for additional review.


Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

