The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
The Undergraduate Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee

Minutes
240 SH
April 30, 2026

Attending: Cornelia Lang (chair), Gwen Archibald (staff), Ari Ariel, Kirsten Kumpf Baele, Megan Gogerty, Anushka Gupta, Anita Jung, Liz Lundberg (staff), Rene Rocha, Sanvesh Srivastava, Kate Tierney, Rachel Young

Absent: Paul Windschitl

1. First, the committee resumed discussion on two topics previously discussed on April 2. The first is a new set of best practices concerning required course obligations that fall outside scheduled course times. The committee recommended several revisions to foreground what should be included in course syllabi and clarify several points. Liz Lundberg will make these edits and bring the topic back to the committee.

2. The other policy topic discussed was the use of finals week and the last week of classes, including what work can be assigned to students the week before final exams. The committee recommended several revisions to cover additional contingencies. Liz Lundberg will make these edits and bring the topic back to the committee.

3. Next, the committee welcomed Emily Mozena (Professor of Instruction and Program Director for Therapeutic Recreation and Child Life) and Joe Cilek (Academic Success Administrator) to discuss a proposal from the Department of Health, Sport, and Human Physiology to remove selective admission from the NCTRC Certification track of the Therapeutic Recreation BS program. 

The Therapeutic Recreation (TR) major includes two subprograms, one of which currently has selective admission. That track prepares students for certification as Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialists (CTRS), and its coursework is aligned with National Council for Therapeutic Recreation Certification (NCTRC) eligibility requirements, including a 12-semester hour internship. The direct admission track, named Inclusive Recreation, is comprised of coursework that emphasizes inclusive and adaptive recreation, disability inclusion across the lifespan, program development, advocacy, and leadership in community-based settings. Students who graduate from this track find work in a variety of community, public recreation, and nonprofit settings.

Currently, students intending to pursue the NCTRC Certification track often declare the Inclusive Recreation track until they have met the requirements to be admitted to the other track, leading to inaccurate numbers, difficulties in long-term course planning for students, and difficulties in enrollment planning for the department. There is also confusion among students about which track to declare, the professional outcomes associated with each track, and how to move between the tracks. When students can’t complete the prerequisite courses for the selective track right away, they can also experience delays in their academic progress. CLAS has moved away from using selective admission for any BA or BS programs in recent years, so TR would also be following that trend by removing selective admission from the NCTRC Certification track.

The committee was supportive of this plan and agreed with the department that this change will clarify the distinctions between the two tracks, remove barriers and confusion for students, and strengthen the department’s advising and enrollment planning. Committee members expressed appreciation for the timeliness of this proposal, which will make it easier for students to enter health and helping fields at a time when the state has particular needs in those areas.

Respectfully submitted,

Kate Tierney
UEPCC Secretary

