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Directors of Undergraduate Studies Meeting
MINUTES from Wednesday, October 29, 2025


1. Welcome and a few reminders
Gwen Archibald, Assistant Dean for Undergraduate Education and Curriculum shared some reminders about the CLAS Resource Site for DUSs, reading the CLAS Business Updates and that she’s been holding “onboarding” meetings with each department in CLAS and working to get as many scheduled as possible throughout the semester.

Liz Lundberg, Associate Director of Curriculum and Instruction presented a few reminders about the catalog and curricular change timelines.
· Inactive Course Review ended on October 22; thanks to everyone who helped with this process.
· The General Catalog editing cycle opened on October 27.
· Each page of the catalog has an initiator and a departmental editor assigned in workflow; in many cases the departmental editor is the DUS. After the departmental editor approves the page, it is sent to Liz for collegiate review, and then to the Registrar. The timeline and other information about the catalog editing process can be found on the Registrar’s website.
· Liz reads for clarity, consistency, and compliance with policies. Initiators and departmental editors can contact her with questions, and she may contact you as well.
· In many programs, academic advisors used to be part of the editing workflow. Now each page only has one editor after the initiator, so it is important to check in with advisors about catalog changes.

2. Next steps on digital accessibility
Eden Jones, Instructional Accessibility Consultant, Office of Teaching, Learning, and Technology presented information about the “Accessible Iowa” initiative, including trainings, resources, and provided some updates since the last time OTLT had met with DUSs, and addressed some specific concerns shared. Starting in the next week, OTLT will be setting up meetings with each department in CLAS to provide more discipline-specific support to departments. 

3. Upcoming – 1st Deep Dive session for DUSs: 12/5 @ 9:30am-11:30am
Mallory Becraft, Associate Director, Career Coaching & Campus Partnerships shared about the first of the “DUS Deep Dive” workshop series coming up for this fall. She has worked with the Assistant Dean to craft a specific session for DUSs: From Coursework to Career Confidence: Practical Career Integration for Liberal Arts Faculty Leaders. PCC will provide breakfast and tours of their space followed by this workshop.

4. Upcoming Events
a. National first-general college celebration week Nov 3-7
b. Teaching Excellence Showcase is November 7
c. ICON Day is Nov 14

5. Cornelia Lang, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education opened the floor for any specific questions from the DUSs.
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